
Luxembourg, 28.04.2015 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
CTO of the Year Europe 2015 award launched – who is the most innovative technology leader in Europe?  
 
The open call for nominations for Europe’s most prominent technology leader is launched today in 
Luxembourg by Spinverse and EIRMA, the European Industrial Research Management Association. The 
Award will again be given to the most inspiring, innovative and foresighted technology leader in Europe.  
The winners will be awarded in October in the Netherlands. 
 
The CTO of the Year 2015 award was launched today by Mr. Michel Crispi, Secretary General of EIRMA, and 
Mr. Pekka Koponen, the CEO of Spinverse Group Oy, at EIRMA’s annual conference in Luxembourg. “The CTO 
of the Year award promotes the importance of technology and innovations for Europe’s future”, tells 
Koponen. “The CTOs play the key role in assuring the competitiveness of European industries – the Award 
brings more awareness and respect for this highly important role in companies and in society” continues 
Crispi.  
 
The winner will be selected by the high level jury. Professor Yrjö Neuvo, former CTO of Nokia and one of the 
jury members, explains that “The European CTO of the Year Award was launched in 2014 and immediately 
created a lot of interest. It is given to a CTO who is both an inspiring leader and a competent technology 
developer. The winners are awarded in two categories in order to highlight that both SMEs and large 
corporations are needed to support technology-based growth in Europe. “  
 
In 2014, in the large companies category, Professor Richard Parker, Director of Research and Technology at 
Rolls-Royce, was awarded, based on his personal leadership, long career in technology innovation and 
successful collaborations. In the SME category, Dr Gert-Jan Gruter, CTO of Avantium, received the award due 
to his impressive and forward-thinking personal contributions and the company’s work on advanced catalytic 
research and green chemistry. 
 
“We look again forward to broad participation and believe that this contest has a significant role in 
strengthening cross-sectorial learning and cooperation across European industries”, continues Prof. Neuvo. 
The call for nominations is open online until September 18th at http://www.ctoeurope.net.  
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More information: 
Michel Crispi, Secretary General, EIRMA, +32 (0)2  233 11 80 
Pekka Koponen, CEO, Spinverse, +358 (0)40 545 0008 

 
 


