
Paris, 12.05.2016 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
CTO of the Year Europe 2016 award officially launched at the OECD headquarters  
 

Nominations are now open for the prestigious title of European Chief Technology Officer of the Year 
2016 in Paris. The annual event was officially launched by Spinverse and EIRMA. The Award is given to 
the most prominent technology leaders of highly successful European companies - both SMEs and large 
corporations. The winners will be awarded in October in Germany. 

 
Mr. Michel Crispi, Secretary General of EIRMA (European Industrial Research Management Association), and 
Mr. Pekka Koponen, CEO of Spinverse Group launched the CTO of the Year 2016 award today, at the EIRMA’s 
annual conference in OECD Headquarters in Paris. 
 
The substantial role of technology and innovations in business strategies of today has sparkled the need for 
experts who understand technology and recognize its profitable applications to products, services, and 
processes alike. Thus, the CTO of the Year award promotes the importance of technology and innovations 
for Europe’s future, as CTOs play the key role in assuring the competitiveness of European industries.  
 
The international jury, which includes among others, President of Orgalime, Managing Director of GE Global 
Research Center Europe, as well as the CTO of the Year 2015 titleholders, will select the winner. The European 
CTO of the Year Award was launched in 2014. Since then it has been given to CTOs who are both inspiring 
leaders and competent technology developers. The winners are awarded in two categories – SMEs and large 
corporations - in order to highlight that both are needed to support technology-based growth in Europe.  
 
In 2015 Martin Curley of Intel Corporation, Marcel Wubbolts of Royal DSM and Jonathan O’Halloran of 
QuantuMDx were awarded as European CTOs of the Year. All three are inspiring leaders who have paid 
special attention to sustainability and the creation of strong technology collaboration communities. Based 
on their foresighted leadership, Europe is reaching the forefront in three very different industries. 
 
Have you worked with or for a Europe’s greatest CTO? What made them exceptional? Nominations for 
candidates are open until September 23rd, 2016 at www.ctoeurope.net.  
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More information: 
Ms. Maria Papina, Spinverse 
maria.papina@spinverse.com; +358407700055 

 
 


